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Module code AN-4307 

Module Title Contemporary Fiction  

Degree/Diploma Bachelor of Arts (English Studies)  

Type of Module Major Option/ Breadth 

Modular Credits 4 Total student workload  8 hours/week 

Contact hours               4 hours/week 

Prerequisite AN-1203 Introduction to English Literature 

Anti-requisite None 

Aims 
To offer an in-depth study of anglophone literature written over the last ten to fifteen years, with an 

emphasis on their contribution to emerging literary styles and movements. Students will be urged to define 

‘contemporary’ in terms of a close analysis of these literary works. In addition to the structural biopsy of the 

contemporary novel, the module provides a serious engagement with new emergent theories, which may 

include concepts of simulacra and hyper-reality. 

Learning Outcomes:  
On successful completion of this module, a student will be expected to be able to: 
 

Lower order : 10% - Understand the narratives of primary texts and their structural components 
- Recall quotes from these texts to defend an argument 

Middle order :  10% - Analyse the literary methods and narrative techniques 
- Apply secondary readings to the personal response of primary texts 
- Apply contemporary theories and related concepts in writing essays 

Higher order: 80% - Evaluate the use of literary techniques for the development of themes 
- Synthesise secondary criticism and analyses to present a cogent argument in essays 
- Work independently and collaboratively in a team 

Module Contents 
- The study of the etymology, rise and development of contemporary fiction. 
- New critical theories associated with contemporary writing. 
- New literary stylistics and associated themes, such as hyper-realities. 
- The use of literary techniques, including polyglot voices, experimental narration, non-linear plots. 
 

Assessment Formative assessment Regular essay surgeries will present opportunities for 
formative feedback to students, so they are able to sharpen 
their close reading and writing skills for an improved grade. 
 

Summative assessment Examination: 0% 
 

Coursework:  100%            
- 2 research essays    (60%) 
- 2 oral presentations & defence    ( 40%)   

 


